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Background information: 
Solid waste (SW) management, mismanagement especially, seems to be one of the 
many new environmental challenges the human race is beginning to face. In recent 
years mismanagement has started to become an issue for developed countries and 
an extremely serious problem for developing countries.   
In 2016, the worlds’ cities generated more than 2 billion tons of SW, which with the 
rapid economic growth, population growth, and urbanization are expected to nearly 
double by 2050. Furthermore, out of these 2 billion tons, 33% of them were not 
managed safely and appropriately.  
 
Even though bigger cities and developed countries do not seem to be too troubled 
by SW management, as they usually have the financial, political and technical 
means to manage it effectively and safely, SW mismanagement is a big issue in 
developing countries.  
In low-income countries, the majority of SW is disposed in unregulated dumps or 
openly burned, which is not only a major threat to the environment but also has 
many health and safety consequences.  
To name only a few health and environmental risks, unregulated and uncontrolled 
dumping creates heavy metal pollution in the water, soil and plants, open burning 
causes emissions of CO, CO2, SO and of many other pollutants. In previous years, 
landslides of waste dumps have buried homes and even people under them and 
unregulated dumping is a major cause of many diseases.  
 
To ameliorate the SW management situation, a number of aspects can be 
considered 

- Financial support: many organizations attempting to help the environment 
already exist, but they usually do not receive enough finances and support 
from their governments 

- SW organization on a global level: so far, SW has only been managed 
individually, in each country 

- SW management awareness: in developing countries, many citizens (and 
primarily those most affected by SW mismanagement) are not educated 
enough about the importance of sustainable SW management.   

 
 
It is important to realize, that many countries have other problems of their own 
(economic crises, wars, Coronavirus pandemic, …) and so environmental problems 
might be overshadowed by problems of other kinds. That should not, however, be 
the reason why nottively fight against environmental problems, too.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
UN involvement: 
The United Nations and its members agreed in the past years to create programmes 
and new assemblies to help battle the newly arising environmental problems.  
Such a plan is the Agenda 21 adopted at a summit in Rio de Janeiro during the 
1992 Earth summit. It is a plan of action to be taken by organizations of the United 
Nations and governments in every area in which humans have impacts on the 
environment. 
Agenda 21 was again strongly reaffirmed at the World Summit held in 
Johannesburg in 2002.  
 
In 2012 at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) 
member states adopted resolution 66/288 entitled The future we want. The 
resolution, among other topics, also talks about the need for decreasing the amount 
of waste generated across all fields and for helping developing countries manage 
SW better.  
Based upon the previous resolution, the United Nations also established a United 
Nations Environment Assembly (and UNEP – environment programme) in 2012, 
which addresses the critical environmental challenges.  

In 2015, the United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
again talking about the serious problems of waste management and how to prevent 
them or reduce them significantly. Based upon this Agenda 2030 are 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals which serve as a call for action for both developed and 
developing countries.  

Questions to consider: 
- What is the current approach of your country to SW management? What is 

your country’s policy on managing SW?  
- Is your country affected by SW mismanagement? 
- Could my country somehow decrease the amount of waste it generates? 
- Does your country help (financially) any waste management projects? 
- How could your country cooperate with other governments to improve the 

situation? Could this international cooperation perhaps be helpful to other 
countries as well? 

 
 
Useful sources: 
United Nations resolutions “The future we want” and the “2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable development” 
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E 
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/66/288&Lang=E 
(Provides possible solutions previously proposed and measures previously taken by 
UN) 
 
United Nations 17 goals 



https://sdgs.un.org/goals 
(Issues regarding mismanaging and overproducing different kinds of waste) 
 
United Nations environmental programme 
https://www.unep.org 
 
 
Synopsis sources:  
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/brief/solid-waste-management 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6466021/#idm139768443480368title 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/immersive-story/2018/09/20/what-a-waste-an-updated-
look-into-the-future-of-solid-waste-management 
https://archpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13690-016-0166-4#Bib1 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/outcomedocuments/agenda21 
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E 
https://www.unep.org 
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/66/288&Lang=E 
 
 
 


