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Topic #1  

The Situation in Yemen 

1. Background Information 

The Yemeni Civil War is an ongoing conflict which broke out in September 2014 following 
a takeover of the capital – Sana’a – by the Houthi armed movement. However, the conflict 

itself stems from the Arab Spring of 2011. Following the capital takeover, the government had 
been overthrown and was subsequently replaced by the Houthi forces. 

The second important partaking side in this conflict is the Yemeni government led by 
Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. In an attempt to remove this side from the conflict the Hauthi-led 
Supreme Revolutionary Committee declared a general mobilisation in March 2015, 
attempting to remove the president as well as taking control further south. As the conflict 
progressed, president Hadi was forced to flee the country in March 2015. 

To make matters even more complicated, a coalition led by Saudi Arabia was established 
and started using air strikes in order to restore the former government. It is important to note 
this coalition has been backed up by the United States of America, United Kingdom or France. 
Furthermore, there has been a fair amount of fear on the Saudi Arabian side the conflict might 
give regional power to Iran. Additionally, Saudi Arabia accused Iran of providing weapons and 
logistical support to the Houthi. Nevertheless, Iran denies any such accusations. 

As at the moment, the Houthi forces are still controlling the capital and nearly all of North 
Yemen. In 2019, some tensions between Republic of Yemen government (which is being 
internationally recognised) and the separatist Southern Transitional Council boiled over, and 
it led to an open warfare between the local allies of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. These disputes, however, ended by the end of the year 2020 with an 
implementation of a power sharing agreement which formed a coalition government. 

Despite this, the conflict has still not been resolved. Not only had it killed thousands of 
innocent people, but it also brought one of the most severe humanitarian crises ever. The UN 
Security Council posted a press release in March 2021, stating that Yemen is speeding 
towards massive famine. Recently, a conflict between the Hauthi rebels and the Government 
forces have been clashing more intensely in Marib, a territory which was, up to this point, 
considered safe haven in Yemen. 
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2. UNSC Involvement 

The UN Security Council have been involved ever since the conflict originally broke out in 
2014. Since then, fifteen UNSC resolutions dealing with the conflict have been published. 
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3. Questions to Consider 

• What is your country’s position towards the war?  

• What is your standpoint on the intervention led by the Saudi Arabian Coalition?  

• Does your country provide any weaponry or any such equipment to any of the conflict 
sides? 

• Are you providing aid to help in the humanitarian crises in any way? If yes, what kind? 

• What is the preferable outcome of the conflict for your country? 
 
  
 
 


