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Background information 
   An election is a formal group decision-making process by which a population 
chooses an individual or multiple individuals to hold public office. 
   The coronavirus pandemic is causing an unmatched disruption in elections 
worldwide. Regardless of whether countries are holding or delaying elections, 
the decisions are having a major impact on the political fortunes of occupants 
and challengers, as well as on voter participation. To ensure the credibility of 
electoral processes while maintaining public health, some governments are 
testing or expanding new systems—such as proxy voting and mail balloting—
while political parties and civil society organizations are conceiving new ways to 
engage voters. However, despite these efforts, low voter turnout, unequal 
campaign conditions, and limited domestic or international observation 
threaten to cast a shadow on the legitimacy of elections. The unfolding political 
consequences of these widespread disruptions and new innovations are 
enormous and are just starting to be understood. National governments and 
election aid providers will need to improve the system according to the current 
situation to reduce the disruptive effects and ensure that 2020 does not become 
the year when elections collapse. 

UN Involvement 
   In May 2020 the UN released a practical guid for UN electoral advisers with the 
purpose of offering options on how electoral operations can be carried out 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, in ways that respond to public health 
requirements and concerns. 
   Statement issued by the UN in January 2021in relations to the deteriorating 
human rights situation in Uganda ahead of parliamentary and presidential 
elections scheduled for 14 January: The UN human rights office, OHCHR, is 
urging authorities in Uganda to ensure elections next week are free and 
peaceful, noting that the arrest of opposition candidates and their supporters 
are among several “worrying” developments ahead of the vote. 

Questions to consider 
➢ What do democratic elections mean to my country? 
➢ How will me country ensure safe and faire elections to all citizens? 
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➢ To what extent will democratic elections be held during a quarantine? 
What services will be required to hold them and ensure safety to citizens 
participating in them? 

➢ The question of funding. How will the elections and the safety 
procedures be financed? 

➢ How can we ensure help globally? 
➢ The question of cooperation in a national level. How can the countries 

help each other towards ensuring democratic elections during a 
quarantine? 

➢ What are the exact economical and political benefits of ensuring 
democratic elections during a quarantine for the population? 

➢ What is the policy of my country towards elections? 

Resources and useful links 
Electoral operations during the COVID-19: 
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:QzmB1CQidRUJ:htt
ps://city2city.network/file/5262/download%3Ftoken%3DzLj0dSTZ+&cd=2&hl=
cs&ct=clnk&gl=cz&client=safari 
Uganda – ‚Deteriorating‘ human rights situation: 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/01/1081662 
Elections vital to building democratic palestinian state – UN Chief: 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/02/1083822 
How is COVID changing voter turnout in LAC: 
https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/en/home/presscenter/direc
tor- s-graph-for-thought/the-virus-and-the-votes--how-is-covid-19-changing-
voter- turnout-.html 
How to hold elections safely and democratically during the COVID-19 
pandemic: 
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/documents/2632/How-to-hold-
elections- safely-democratically-Shape-the-Future.pdf 
Elections and COVID-19: 
https://rm.coe.int/election-and-covid-19/16809e20fe 
 

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:QzmB1CQidRUJ:https://city2city.network/file/5262/download%3Ftoken%3DzLj0dSTZ+&cd=2&hl=cs&ct=clnk&gl=cz&client=safari
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:QzmB1CQidRUJ:https://city2city.network/file/5262/download%3Ftoken%3DzLj0dSTZ+&cd=2&hl=cs&ct=clnk&gl=cz&client=safari
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:QzmB1CQidRUJ:https://city2city.network/file/5262/download%3Ftoken%3DzLj0dSTZ+&cd=2&hl=cs&ct=clnk&gl=cz&client=safari
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/01/1081662
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/02/1083822
https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/en/home/presscenter/director-%20s-graph-for-thought/the-virus-and-the-votes--how-is-covid-19-changing-voter-%20turnout-.html
https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/en/home/presscenter/director-%20s-graph-for-thought/the-virus-and-the-votes--how-is-covid-19-changing-voter-%20turnout-.html
https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/en/home/presscenter/director-%20s-graph-for-thought/the-virus-and-the-votes--how-is-covid-19-changing-voter-%20turnout-.html
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/documents/2632/How-to-hold-elections-%20safely-democratically-Shape-the-Future.pdf
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/documents/2632/How-to-hold-elections-%20safely-democratically-Shape-the-Future.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/election-and-covid-19/16809e20fe

	Background information
	UN Involvement
	Questions to consider
	Resources and useful links

